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Subj:
Legislative Report 

This report is an update of legislative activity affecting the Commission and/or areas of interest to the Commission. 

Part I and Exhibit 1 describe the Commission’s current legislation

Part II lists bills that are still currently active that are in areas of interest to the Commission. Exhibit 2 describes all legislation that could have an impact on the Commission, its policies, operations, and/or statutory mission.  That section also includes bills that potentially affect areas of interest to the Commission.  

I. Commission’s Legislative Package for 2003-04
For the 2003-04 Legislative session, the Commission is sponsoring three bills: AB 1066 (Liu), AB 1573 (Corbett), and AB 1576 (Liu). Below is a brief description and significant activity of each of the three measures.

AB 1066 (Liu) proposes the issuance of $700 million in state general obligation bonds to finance the seismic retrofit of local government buildings.  The funding would be restricted to “essential services” buildings (fire services, police facilities and communications centers).  This bill was approved by the Assembly Governmental Organization Committee on April 29 and referred for consideration by the Assembly Appropriations Committee.  On May 28, the Appropriations Committee voted to place all bills proposing the issuance of state bonds (including AB 1066) on the Committee’s “Suspense File.”  

AB 1573 (Corbett) makes changes to the rules governing design-build construction contracting for projects on K-12 campuses.  The changes, relating primarily to the Inspector-of-

Record on these school projects, conform the requirements for K-12 projects with those imposed 
on projects for community colleges campuses.  Under existing law, construction of facilities on
 K-12 and community colleges campuses are subject to the seismic safety provision of the Field Act.  This bill was signed by the Governor on July 14, 2003 and chaptered as Chapter 53, Statutes of 2003.

AB 1576 (Liu), was amended on Aug. 18 to authorize local building enforcement agencies to issue citations for failure to comply with existing water heater strapping laws.  This bill passed on the Senate Floor with a vote of 23-13.  The measure is now on the Assembly Floor for concurrence.

II. Other Legislation of Interest to the Commission


As of September 2, staff has identified and is monitoring the bills presented in Exhibit 2 

The bills presented below are still currently active in the Legislature.  These bills were brought to the Commission’s attention because they have a potential impact in policy areas of interest to the Commission. They include:

AB 1598 (Corbett):  Appropriates funds from the CA Residential Earthquake Recovery Fund to extend the operations of the residential retrofitting program in the Department of Insurance.  In 2001, the Program was re-authorized and re-funded pursuant to Commission-sponsored legislation.

Current Commission position: 
Support 

Comments:  This measure is a follow-up action, consistent with Commission-sponsored legislation from the 2001-02 legislative session.  It authorizes additional funding (non-General Fund) for the existing loan-and-grant retrofitting program administered by the Department of Insurance. 

AB 1717 (Committee on Transportation):  This measure, among other things, repeals certain seismic project reporting requirements, makes technical changes, consolidates other reports and redirects certain bond and toll monies to seismic retrofit projects.  These projects were specified by the Department of Transportation and are the Benicia-Martinez Bridge, the Carquinez Bridge, the

Richmond-San Rafael Bridge, the San Mateo-Hayward Bridge, the San Pedro-Terminal Island Bridge (also known as the Vincent Thomas Bridge), the San Diego-Coronado Bridge, and the west span of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge.  The department has also identified the east span of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge as needing to be replaced.


Current Commission position:     Support 
Comments: This measure identifies the need and would allocate monies to retrofit bridges located throughout the state.  The Commission is highly supportive of retrofitting bridges and protecting the lives of Californians.
SB 9 (McClintock and Perata):  This bill establishes a State Realignment and Closure Commission to study selected state entities and make recommendations for the termination or re-organization of those agencies.


Current Commission position:   Neutral

Comments: This bill was brought to the Commission in January of this bill.  The measure was then held in committee until July 2003.  It has since been approved by the Senate and is now awaiting action on the Assembly Floor.

SB 605 (McPherson): This measure requires a state agency that purchases public safety radio communication equipment to comply with the public safety digital communications standards of ANSI and TIA. 

 Current Commission position: 
 Support 

Comments: The Commission supports funding for emergency services personnel training and equipment.  The proposal is consistent with recommendations in the SSC’s Earthquake Loss Reduction Plan.

SB 916 (Perata):  This bill, an omnibus package relating to the state-owned Bay Area toll bridges and toll revenues, proposes to place a measure approving a $1 increase in bridge tolls before the voters of seven Bay Area counties.  If the increase is approved by the voters, the bill also specifies how the additional toll revenues would be allocated. 

Current Commission position: 
Support



 

Comments: Of the current $2 bridge toll, $1 is dedicated for seismic retrofit of the bridges.  The proposed package would not affect the $1 allocation for seismic improvements.  
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