
 

 

State of California 
Seismic Safety Commission 

Memo 
To: Seismic Safety Commission  
 

From: Fred Turner, Staff Structural Engineer 
California Seismic Safety Commission 
1755 Creekside Oaks Drive, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA 95833 
Phone: (916) 263-0582 Fax: (916)263-0594 Email: Turner@StateSeismic.com 

Date: September 4, 2013 

Subject: Community Action Plan for Seismic Safety in San Francisco 
 

Background 
A ten year program initiated by the City and County of San Francisco in 2010 called the 
Community Action Plan for Seismic Safety (CAPSS) will assess the local jurisdiction’s 
seismic risk and develop a community-supported plan to achieve several seismic 
resilience goals. The City and County’s Earthquake Safety Implementation Program 
(ESIP) envisions a longer, 30-year effort to significantly reduce earthquake 
vulnerability. The first major step in this effort was enacted on April 17th, 2013 with 
Mayor Ed Lee signing an ordinance that requires owners of wood frame buildings with 
five or more residential units having at least two stories over a weak story and built prior 
to 1978 to evaluate and reinforce the buildings over the next seven years. Seismic risks 
posed by other vulnerable buildings and infrastructure are also proposed to be managed 
and reduced by initiatives in later years. 
 
Patrick Otellini, Director of the CAPSS/Earthquake Safety Implementation Program, 
will present a summary of his program’s activities. This type of effort may serve as an 
example for other local jurisdictions to consider as they manage their seismic risks. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
The staff recommends that Commissioners listen to Mr. Otellini’s presentation and 
consider identifying approaches that might be adaptable and ways to encourage other 
local governments to initiate similar approaches. This is an informational item and 
requires no specific action by the Commission.  
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The EPICENTER 

The EPICENTER is a pop-up collaborative space 
for earthquake policy research and development. 
The center, a project of the San Francisco City 
Administrator’s Earthquake Safety Implementation 
Program (ESIP), is aimed at engaging the public, 
working directly with design professionals, and the 
hands-on development of effective and innovative 
public policy aimed at reducing the impacts of 
earthquakes on San Francisco. 
 
At our South of Market location, The EPICENTER 
strives to promote an effective, well-managed 
public sector and nurture a climate of civic 
engagement (SPUR, Good Government) by 
connecting professionals, policy makers, and the 
community in one space to ask the question: How 
can we make San Francisco safer from 
earthquakes tomorrow than it is today? Our 
mission, then, is simple: to collaborate, to innovate, 
and to educate. 
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Get Involved! 

Working Groups   |   Facebook   |   Website   | Visit EPICENTER 

facebook/sfcapss 

www.sfcapss.org 

245 Third St. 
SF, CA 94103 
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