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1 – The information contained in this document comes from http://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/regulatory/decommissioning/faq.html; except when 
SONGS is mentioned 

 
 
 

The mission of the NRC is to ensure adequate protection of public health and safety, protection of the environment, and 
protection and safeguarding of nuclear materials and nuclear power plants in the interest of national security. The NRC’s 
mission continues through the decommissioning period until termination of the nuclear plant’s license. There are three 
distinct phases associated with the permanent cessation of operation by a nuclear power plant: Initial Activities, Major 
Decommissioning and License Termination; each is described below. 
 
1. Initial Activities 

• Licensee decides to permanently cease operations 
• Within 30 days, the licensee notifies the NRC of the date to permanently cease power operations 

o SONGS permanent cessation of operation date was June 7, 2013 
• Licensee removes the fuel from the reactor and submits a written certification to the NRC confirming its action 

o once the certification has been submitted, the licensee is no longer permitted to operate the reactor or to 
put fuel into the reactor vessel 

o at SONGS, the Unit 3 fuel is removed from the reactor and Unit 2 fuel is expected to be removed during 
the summer of 2013 

• Licensee submits a Post-Shutdown Decommissioning Activities Report (PSDAR) to the NRC no later than 2 
years after permanent cessation of operations.  The PSDAR must includes 

o a description of the planned decommissioning activities 
o a schedule for the accomplishment of significant milestones 
o a site-specific cost estimate for the decommissioning project 
o a summary that documents the environmental impacts evaluation  

• Within two years of permanent cessation of operations, the licensees must also submit a description of how they 
intend to manage and provide funding for the management of irradiated fuel until title to the fuel is transferred to 
the Department of Energy (DOE) 

• After a period of at least 90 days following the PSDAR submittal, the licensee may start major decommissioning 
activities 

o the start date for SONGS major decommissioning has not been identified 
 

2. Major Decommissioning 
• Decommissioning is the safe removal of a facility from service and reduction of residual radioactivity to a 

level that permits termination of the NRC license.  
• Major decommissioning activities include the following: 

o permanent removal of major radioactive components, such as the reactor vessel, steam generators, or 
other components that are comparably radioactive 

o permanent changes to the containment structure 
o dismantling components resulting in low-level radioactive waste that is disposed of in a geologic 

repository 
• Unless the licensee receives permission to the contrary, the site must be decommissioned within 60 years 

 
3. License Termination 

• To conclude its obligations, the licensee must submit a license termination plan (LTP) at least two years 
before the termination date. Key elements of the LTP are:  

o plans for site remediation 
o detailed plans for the final survey of residual contamination on the site 
o a description of the end-use of the site; SONGS is on land owned by the US DOD 
o an updated site-specific estimate of remaining decommissioning costs 
o a supplement to the environmental report 

• The NRC  must approve the LTP by a license amendment 
• Once the NRC is satisfied with the implementation of the LTP and any supplemental conditions, the license is 

terminated  
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