
State of California 
Alfred E. Alquist Seismic Safety Commission 

Memo 
To: Seismic Safety Commission 

 

From: Fred Turner, Staff Structural Engineer 
California Seismic Safety Commission 
1755 Creekside Oaks Drive, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA 95833 
Phone: (916) 263-0582 Fax: (916)263-0594 Email: Turner@StateSeismic.com 

Date: January 4, 2012 

Subject: Update on the Review of Changes to the San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission’s Water System Improvement Program 

 
Background 
On September 8, 2011, the Seismic Safety Commission received a notice of changes to the San 
Francisco Public Utilities Commission’s (SFPUC’s) Water System Improvement Program 
(WSIP). Chairperson Michael Gardner then appointed Commissioner Emir Macari to work with 
staff to review the changes to the program and develop the attached draft letter report for the 
Commission’s consideration and possible action. A draft review letter was circulated to the 
Commission and discussed at our November 10th meeting. According to the state’s Water Code 
Section 73502, the Commission and the Department of Public Health (DPH) had 90 days or 
until December 6, 2011 to comment on the significance of the changes.  
 
On December 6, the Commission staff requested an extension of its review period of 90 days in 
order to incorporate additional changes to the draft review including observations from a field 
trip to major WSIP construction sites scheduled for later in December. That same day, the 
Department of Public Health issued its attached review of the latest round of delays in the WSIP.  
 
On December 14th, Commissioner Emir Macari, Commissioner and CalEMA Acting Director 
Michael Dayton, and staff members Dave King and Fred Turner joined representatives from San 
Francisco’s Department of Emergency Management and SFPUC staff on a field trip.  The group 
visited the Sunol Valley Water Treatment Plant, the Alameda Siphons, the east head of the New 
Irvington Tunnel, the west head of the new Bay Division Pipeline #5 tunnel that will replace 
pipelines 1 and 2, improvements near the Crystal Springs and San Andreas Reservoirs, and the 
Harry Tracy Water Treatment Plant. Commissioner Macari and Mr. Turner used this opportunity 
to consult with SFPUC staff on pending refinements to the Seismic Safety Commission’s review 
of delays to the WSIP.  
 
On December 20th, after further consultations with Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation 
Agency (BAWSCA) staff and SFPUC staff, Commissioner Macari directed our staff to issue the 
attached review comments on behalf of the SSC.  
 
Staff Recommendation 
 
The staff recommends that the Commission receive the attached reviews, come prepared to the 
January 12th hearing to ask Commissioner Macari and staff questions, and listen to 
Commissioner Macari’s summary of the field trip and review. This item requires no action. 
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December 20, 2011 
 
 
The Honorable Assemblyman Ricardo Lara, Chairman 
Joint Legislative Audit Committee 
1020 N St. Room 107 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Dear Assemblyman Lara, 
 
On behalf of the Seismic Safety Commission, I am pleased to provide you the attached comments 
on the significance of changes to the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission’s Water System 
Improvement Program. The Commission reviewed documents provided by the SFPUC as well as 
comments from the Bay Area Water Supply & Conservation Agency and the California 
Department of Public Health.  
 
Should you or your staff have questions regarding information contained in the attached 
comments, please do not hesitate to contact Fred Turner on the Seismic Safety Commission staff 
at 916-263-5506.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Richard McCarthy 
Executive Director 
 
cc:  Mr. Ed Harrington, SFPUC  
 Ms. Julie Labonte, PE, SFPUC 
 Mr. Art Jensen, PE, BAWSCA 
 Ms. Nicole Sandkulla, PE, BAWSCA 
 Ms. Leah Walker, PE, Ca Dept of Public Health 
 Ms. Betty Graham, PE, CA Dept of Public Health 
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cc:  
 
Mr. Ed Harrington 
General Manager 
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
1155 Market Street, 11th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
 
Mr. Art Jensen 
Executive Director 
Ms. Nicole Sandkulla, PE 
Bay Area Water Supply Conservation Agency 
155 Bovet Road, Suite 302 
San Mateo, CA 94402 
 
Ms. Leah Walker, PE 
Ms. Betty Graham, PE 
Chief, Division of Drinking Water and Environmental Management 
Department of Public Health 
PO Box 997377 MS 7400 
Sacramento, CA 95899 – 7377 
 
Ms. Julie Labonte 
Manager, SFPUC Water System Improvement Program 
1155 Market Street, 11th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
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