
 
State of California 
Seismic Safety Commission 

Memo  
To:  Commissioners 

   

From: Richard McCarthy 
Seismic Safety Commission 
1755 Creekside Oaks Drive, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA 95833 
(916) 263-5506 

Date: 11/21/14 

Subject:    Planning for Disaster in a Wired (and Wireless) 
World  

Background 
    
The US Geological Survey (USGS) is working on its fourth 
disaster scenario and the second earthquake scenario since the 
ShakeOut in 2008.  The HayWired scenario will examine the 
potential impacts of an earthquake sequence initiated by a 
magnitude 7.1 earthquake on the Hayward Fault.  Working in 
parallel with the California Office of Emergency Services and 
FEMA update to the Bay Area Earthquake Plan, the HayWired 
project seeks to understand how tangible lifelines—roads, 
power, water, communication, etc.—interact, and how do they 
interact with the online world of commerce, social media, and 
news? How long will it take to restore the physical and 
virtual lifelines and the businesses that use them? How will 
aftershocks affect recovery?  
 
Dale A. Cox, Project Manager of USGS Science Application for 
Risk Reduction (SAFRR) program will discuss how the HayWired 
scenario will build on previous scenarios, the cascading 
effects of lifeline interdependencies, unintended implications 
of modern building code, and how earthquake scenarios could be 
used to improve business continuity planning.  
 
Recommendation 

Staff recommends that commissioners listen to Dr. Cox’s 
presentation and provide advice on how the Commission can 
partner with the United States Geological Survey on this 
very worthwhile project 
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