
 

 

State of California 
Seismic Safety Commission 

Memo 
To:  Seismic Safety Commissioner 
 

 

From: Dave King 

Seismic Safety Commission 
1755 Creekside Oaks Drive, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA 95833 
(916) 263-5506 

Date: May 8, 2014       

Subject: Agenda Item V- Senate Bill 1345 
 
 
Background 
SB 1345 is a Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee omnibus bill that will 
extend the Commission’s review of the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission’s 
Water System Improvement Plan from January 2015 to January 2022. The 
Commission currently reports on the impact of project extensions, modifications 
and delays to  the Joint Legislative Audit Committee every year. 
 
Recommendation 
Commissioners should discuss the intent of SB 1345 on the Commission and 
make a recommendation to the Governor’s Office regarding the 7 year 
extension contained in this bill. 
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April 29, 2014 
 
Mr. Michael Gardner, Chairman 
California Seismic Safety Commission 
1755 Creekside Oaks Drive, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA 95833-3637 
 
Subject:  Senate Bill 1345 – Continued Oversight of San Francisco’s Water System Improvement 

Program is Vital 
 
Dear Mr. Gardner, 

Since 2003, California Seismic Safety Commission (CSSC) oversight of San Francisco’s Water System 
Improvement Program (WSIP) ensures that changes to the program receive independent review for 
the protection of 1.7 million residents, businesses and community organizations in the Bay Area.  

SB 1345, which passed out of the Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee on April 22, would 
extend CSSC oversight until 2022. In 2008 the legislature extended the oversight to 2015. 

The legislation, AB 1823 (Papan), passed in 2003 requires action by the CSSC only when San Francisco 
notifies the CSSC that it has formally adopted changes to the program. In the last 11 years, seven such 
notifications have been submitted.  

The role of the CSSC (and Department of Public Health) is explicitly limited in the Water Code: 
If the city adopts a change in the program that deletes one or more projects 

from the program, or postpones the scheduled completion dates, the city 

shall promptly furnish a copy of that change and the reasons for that change 

to the State Department of Public Health and the Seismic Safety Commission. 

The State Department of Public Health and the Seismic Safety Commission 

shall each submit written comments with regard to the significance of that 

change with respect to public health and safety to the city and the Joint 

Legislative Audit Committee not later than 90 days after the date on which 

those entities received notice of that change. [Water Code Section 

73502(d)(3); Emphasis added] 

The existing water code and SB 1345 require no action by the CSSC in the future if San Francisco does 
not formally change the program.  With SB 1345, CSSC’s obligations would cease in 2022 unless a 
subsequent extension were approved by the legislature and signed by the governor.  

The Water Code also requires San Francisco, and its water customers to reimburse the costs incurred 
by the CSSC and the Department of Public Health [Water Code Section 73512] in fulfilling this role. 

While San Francisco has completed 25 of the 47 projects in the program, much work remains. On April 
22, 2014, the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission adopted an eighth program revision which 
extended the overall program completion to May 2019, and included extending the schedule for 
rebuilding Calaveras Dam by nine months due to unforeseen geologic conditions. The Calaveras Dam 
project is now 52 percent complete, and significant earth work remains 
.
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During Commissioner Macari’s confirmation hearing before the Senate Rules Committee on April 9, 
2014, he cited his involvement in overseeing the WSIP as an example of important work he has 
performed while on the Commission, noting that the Calaveras Reservoir is vital to ensuring a reliable 
water supply to the Bay Area.  

Attached are letters of support for SB1345 from Edwin M. Lee, Mayor of the City of San Francisco; 20 
cities, water districts and water companies; the International Union of Operating Engineers; and the 
Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency. 

Sincerely, 

 

Nicole Sandkulla 
Chief Executive Officer/GM 

NS/le 
 
cc:  The Hon. Ellen Corbett, California State Senator 

The Hon. Jerry Hill, California State Senator 
Mr. Richard McCarthy, Executive Director, CSSC 
Mr. Harlan Kelly, General Manager, San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
Ms. Toni Lee, Consultant, Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee 
Ms. Marie Liu, Consultant, Senate Appropriations Committee 

 
Attachments: 

1. Copy of SB 1345 
2. Letters of support for SB1345: 

San Francisco, City and County, Mayor Edwin M. Lee 
Alameda County Water District 
Bay Area Water Supply & Conservation Agency  
Brisbane, City of 
Burlingame, City of, Council  
California Water Service Company  
Coastside County Water District 
Daly City, City of 
Foster City, City of and Estero Municipal Improvement District 
Hayward, City of 
International Union of Operating Engineers 
Menlo Park, City of, Mayor Ray Mueller 
Millbrae, City of 
Mountain View, City of 
Palo Alto, City of 
Purissima Hills Water District 
Santa Clara, City of 
Stanford University 
Sunnyvale, City of 
Town of Hillsborough, Mayor Jess E. Benton 
Westborough Water District 



SENATE BILL  No. 1345

Introduced by Committee on Natural Resources and Water
(Senators Pavley (Chair), Cannella, Evans, Fuller, Hueso,
Jackson, Lara, Monning, and Wolk)

February 21, 2014

An act to amend Section 4597.22 of the Public Resources Code, and
to amend Sections 8704.2 and 73514 of the Water Code, relating to
natural resources.

legislative counsel’s digest

SB 1345, as introduced, Committee on Natural Resources and Water.
Natural Resources.

The Z’berg-Nejedly Forest Practice Act of 1973 prohibits a person
from conducting timber operations on timberland unless a timber
harvesting plan has been prepared by a registered professional forester
and has been submitted to the Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection and approved by the Director of Forestry and Fire Protection
or the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection. A violation of the
act is a crime.

Existing law authorizes a person who intends to become a working
forest landowner, as defined, to file a working forest management plan
with the department, with the long-term objective of an uneven aged
timber stand and sustained yield through the implementation of the
plan. Existing law requires the working forest landowner who owns,
leases, or otherwise controls or operates on all or any portion of any
timberland within the boundaries of an approved plan, and who plans
to harvest any of the timber during a given year, to file a working forest
harvest notice, as defined, with the department in writing. Existing law
exempts the Southern Subdistrict of the Coast Forest District, as
described in regulations, from these provisions.
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This bill would correct an erroneous cross reference to the regulations
describing the Southern Subdistrict of the Coast Forest District.

Existing law provides the Central Valley Flood Protection Board with
the authority to construct and maintain various flood control works.
Existing law makes it unlawful for any person or public agency to
interfere with, obstruct the performance, maintenance, or operation of,
or otherwise take actions that may adversely affect facilities of the State
Plan of Flood Control, designated floodways, or streams that are
regulated by the board. Existing law authorizes the board to order the
removal, modification, or abatement of an encroachment, flood system
improvement, or activity causing a violation, as specified, and to collect
the costs from the responsible party by whatever legal remedy is
available, including, the placement of a lien on the responsible party’s
property. Existing law authorizes the board or the board’s designee to
record the lien with the county clerk in the county where the party’s
property is located.

This bill would make a nonsubstantive change to these provisions.
Existing law, the Wholesale Regional Water System Security and

Reliability Act, requires the City and County of San Francisco to adopt
a specified program of capital improvement projects designed to restore
and improve the bay area regional water system, as defined, and to
submit a report, on or before September 1 of each year, to various
entities describing the progress made on the implementation of the
capital improvement program during the previous fiscal year. Existing
law requires a regional wholesale water supplier to annually submit a
report to the Legislature and the State Department of Public Health
describing the progress made on securing supplemental sources of water
to augment existing supplies during dry years. Existing law makes the
act inoperative and repeals these provisions on January 1, 2015.

This bill would extend the repeal date of the act to January 1, 2022.
By extending the period of time during which certain requirements
would apply to regional wholesale water suppliers and the City and
County of San Francisco, the bill would impose a state-mandated local
program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act
for a specified reason.
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Vote:   majority.   Appropriation:   no.  Fiscal committee:   yes.

State-mandated local program:   yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

 line 1 SECTION 1. Section 4597.22 of the Public Resources Code
 line 2 is amended to read:
 line 3 4597.22. This article shall not apply to the Southern Subdistrict
 line 4 of the Coast Forest District, as defined described in Section 845.1
 line 5 895.1 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations.
 line 6 SEC. 2. Section 8704.2 of the Water Code is amended to read:
 line 7 8704.2. (a)  Pursuant to subdivision (f) of Section 8701.4, the
 line 8 board or the board’s designee shall have the authority to record a
 line 9 lien with the county clerk recorder in the county of this state where

 line 10 the person’s or agency’s property responsible for the violation is
 line 11 located, to recover any and all of the following:
 line 12 (1)  Costs incurred in abating, removing, and restoring a
 line 13 violation, including, but not limited to, costs incurred in seeking
 line 14 modification, removal, abatement, or restoration pursuant to this
 line 15 part.
 line 16 (2)  Costs incurred in the summary abatement of emergencies.
 line 17 (3)  Attorney’s fees associated with actions to enforce this part.
 line 18 (b)  A lien recorded pursuant to this section shall have the same
 line 19 force, effect, and priority as a judgment lien.
 line 20 (c)  Before recording a lien, the board shall provide notice and
 line 21 an opportunity for a hearing to contest the amount of the lien.
 line 22 (1)  Notice shall be provided at least 20 days before the hearing
 line 23 pursuant to Section 8703.
 line 24 (2)  The hearing required by this section may be satisfied by an
 line 25 enforcement order hearing pursuant to Section 8701.4 or, in the
 line 26 summary abatement of emergencies, a hearing pursuant to Section
 line 27 8708.
 line 28 SEC. 3. Section 73514 of the Water Code is amended to read:
 line 29 73514. This division shall remain in effect only until January
 line 30 1, 2015, 2022, and as of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted
 line 31 statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2015, 2022, deletes or
 line 32 extends that date.
 line 33 SEC. 4. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
 line 34 Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California Constitution because
 line 35 a local agency or school district has the authority to levy service
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 line 1 charges, fees, or assessments sufficient to pay for the program or
 line 2 level of service mandated by this act, within the meaning of Section
 line 3 17556 of the Government Code.

O
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DIRECTORS 

PAUL SETHY 
President 

RLRHEDR COUNTY II'RTER 0/STR/CT 

43885 SOUTH GRIMMER BOULEVARD • P.O. BOX 5110, FREMONT, CALIFORNIA 94537-5110 
(510) 668-4200 • FAX (510) 770-1793 • www.acwd.org 

MANAGEMENT 

WALTER L. WADLOW 
General Manager 

ROBERT SHAVER MARTIN L. KOLLER 
Vice President Assistant General Manager-Engineering 

SHELLEY BURGETT 
Manager of Finance 

STEVE PETERSON 

JAMES G. GUNTHER 

JUDY C. HUANG 

JOHN H. WEED 
Manager of Operations and Maintenance 

March 31,2014 

The Hon. Fran Pavley, Senator 
Chair, Natural Resources and Water Committee 
California State Senate 
State Capitol, Room 4035 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Senator Pavley: 

Subject: Letter of Support for Senate Bill 1345 

The Alameda County Water District (ACWD) supports Senate Bill 1345, introduced on February 
21, 2014, by your Committee on Natural Resources and Water. The bill would, among other 
provisions, "extend the repeal date of the act from January 1, 2015, to January 1, 2022." 

This important extension would preserve the provision of existing state law for state oversight of 
the City and County of San Francisco's capital improvement program to restore and improve the 
San Francisco Regional Water System. This program is of great importance for the health, 
safety, and economic well-being of over 330,000 people in the Fremont, Newark, and Union City 
area who depend on the water provided by the regional system for their residential, business, and 
institutional needs. Specifically, jobs and businesses in the three cities provide a major part of the 
Bay Area's economic activity and, of course, income for residents. 

Oversight by the California Department of Public Health, the California Seismic Safety 
Commission, and the Joint Legislative Audit Committee has been very valuable. Extension of 
this oversight is essential to ensuring water users that the San Francisco Regional Water System 
will be reliable in the future. 

ACWD urges the Committee on Natural Resources and Water to act favorably on this bill and 
hopes that the California Senate will do so as well. 

Rw~Q_ 
~ Walter L. Wadlow 

General Manager 

rts/tf 

0 
RECYCLED PAPER 
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CALIFORNIA WATER SERVICE COMPANY                         
1720 NORTH FIRST STREET • SAN JOSE, CA 95112 

 

March 11, 2014 
 
 
 
The Honorable Fran Pavley 
California State Senate 
Chair, Senate Natural Resources & Water Committee 
State Capitol, Room 4035 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: SB 1345 – Support 
 
Dear Senator Pavley: 
 
California Water Service Company (Cal Water) provides safe, reliable water utility 
service to approximately two million Californians, including more than 250,000 in the 
Bay Area.  As a member of the Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency, we 
strongly support SB 1345, which would extend the automatic repeal date for the 
Wholesale Regional Water System Security and Reliability Act from 2015 to 2022. 
 
Your Committee’s legislation would preserve oversight of the City and County of San 
Francisco’s program to improve the safety and reliability of the San Francisco 
Regional Water System.  Extending this oversight is vitally important to ensuring that 
the health and economic well-being of the residents and businesses that rely on the 
regional system is maintained. 
 
On behalf of its customers and its industry partners, Cal Water encourages the 
Legislature to enact this important legislation. 
 
If Cal Water can be of any assistance on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
Justin Skarb, Cal Water’s Government & Community Relations Manager, at (310) 257-
1485. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
 
Marty Kropelnicki      
President & CEO      
 

DISTRICT OFFICES:   ANTELOPE VALLEY • BAKERSFIELD • BAYSHORE • BEAR GULCH • CHICO • DIXON • EAST LOS ANGELES • KERN RIVER VALLEY • KING CITY • 
LIVERMORE • LOS ALTOS • MARYSVILLE • OROVILLE • RANCHO DOMINGUEZ • REDWOOD VALLEY • SALINAS • SELMA • STOCKTON • VISALIA • WESTLAKE • WILLOWS 
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L” ‘-.

iviLo Office ofthe Mayor

March 19, 2014

The Hon. Fran Pavley, Senator
Chair, Natural Resources and Water Committee
California State Senate
State Capitol, Room 4035
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Letter of Support for Senate Bill 1345 as Currently Written

Dear Senator Pavley,

The Menlo Park Municipal Water District purchases 100% of its water supply
from the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission, and distributes that water to
approximately 14,000 residents and businesses. Our water customers (including
businesses such as Facebook, SLAC National Acceleration Laboratory, and SRI
International) are dependent on us to provide them with a reliant water supply
every single day.

We support Senate Bill 1345, introduced on February 21, 2014, by your
Committee on Natural Resources and Water, as it would “extend the repeal date
of the act from January 1,2015 to January 1,2022.”

This important extension would preserve the provision of existing state law for
state oversight of the City and County of San Francisco’s capital improvement
program to restore and improve the San Francisco Regional Water System. This
program is of great importance for the health, safety and economic well-being of
Menlo Park as we depend on the water provided by the regional system for all of
our needs.

We urge the Committee on Natural Resources and Water to act favorably on this
bill and we hope that the California Senate will do so as well.

Sincerely,

/ay Mueller
Mayor

701 Laurel Street - Menlo Park, CA 94025
Phone: (650) 330-6740 - Fax: (650) 327-5497
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STANFORD
UNIVERSITY

0
March 31, 2014

The Hon. Fran Pavley, Senator
Chair, Natural Resources and Water Committee
California State Senate
State Capitol, Room 4035
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Letter of Support for Senate Bill 1345

Dear Senator Pavley:

Stanford University enthusiastically supports Senate Bill 1345, introduced on February
21, 2014, by your Committee on Natural Resources and Water. The bill would, among
other provisions, “extend the repeal date of the act from January 1, 2015 to January 1,
2022.”

This important extension would preserve the provision of existing state law for state
oversight of the City and County of San Francisco’s capital improvement program to
restore and improve the San Francisco Regional Water System. This program is of great
importance for the health, safety and economic well-being of 1.7 million residents,
30,000 businesses and thousands of community agencies, which depend on the water
provided by the regional system for a very large percentage of their needs. Specifically,
jobs and businesses in the three counties provide a major part of California’s economic
activity and, of course, income for residents.

As of this date, according to San Francisco, 25 of the 47 projects in its capital
improvement program are complete, while the remaining 22 projects, including the very
important new Calaveras Dam are incomplete. Oversight by the California Department
of Public Health, the California Seismic Safety Commission, and the Joint Legislative
Audit Committee has been very valuable for BAWSCA’s member agencies and their
customers. Extension of this oversight is essential to ensuring water users that the San
Francisco Regional Water System will be reliable in the future.

Stanford urges the Committee on Natural Resources and Water to act favorably on this
bill and hopes that the California Senate will do so as well.



We appreciate the leadership which you and your Committee are providing.

Sincerely,

Joseph Stagner, P.E.
Executive Director
Department of Sustainability and Energy Management
Land Buildings and Real Estate
Stanford University
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