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SACRAMENTO – Thursday Seismic Safety Commission Kit Miyamoto along with experts from NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory will present lessons learned from the Nepal Earthquake to the California Seismic Safety 
Commission. The presentation will take place during the Commission’s bi-monthly Commission meeting at the 
California State Capitol.   
 
Commissioner Kit Miyamoto, a structural engineer, visited Nepal following April’s devastating 7.8 
magnitude Gorka Earthquake that killed 8,000 + individuals. He examined the performance of various 
buildings, schools, and businesses. His presentation will include images from the devastation.  
 
Scientists and engineers at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory led the coordination of the NASA-wide response, 
provided technology that was used on the ground for search and rescue, and   imagery that was used for damage 
assessment and situational awareness.  
  
“We at NASA/JPL are leading a team of scientists and engineers from across NASA, the academic community, and 
other government agencies to apply space technology to reduce losses and speed recovery from devastating 
disasters, sharing our scientific expertise and technical capabilities to help people in need, ” said Fank Webb, 
Deputy Manager Earth Science Research & Formation Office, Jet Propulsion Laboratory. 
 

Information gathered from Mr. Webb  and Mr. Miyamoto’s presentation will be combined and added to a 
larger report on efforts to help California better prepare for earthquakes.  
 
“The Commission is looking forward to hearing both presentations and determining how information 
gathered can be used to help protect the lives of California’s in future earthquakes and natural disaster,” said 
Seismic Safety Chairman Tim Strack.  
 

Who:  California Seismic Safety Commission 
What: Earthquake Experts Meet to Debrief First Hand Accounts of Nepal Quake 
When: Thursday June 11, 2015 at 10 A.M 
Where: California State Capitol, Room 437 

 
The Seismic Safety Commission was established in 1975 to advise the Governor, Legislature, State and local 
government agencies, and the public on ways of reducing the earthquake risk to the people of California. It is an 
agency composed of 20 commissioners chosen for their expertise and experience.  
 
 

*** 


